2019 ABORIGINAL ROLE MODEL
Faith Madden | Abbotsford Senior Secondary
My name is Faith Madden and I am of Métis ancestry. I am a future graduate of
Abbotsford Senior Secondary School. Grade 12 has been a defining year; I have been
able to focus on my strengths and further develop them. One of my greatest passions
has been the arts. Throughout my life I’ve sampled many facets of art ranging from
drawing, music, digital art and now to acting and film editing. This semester I am peer
tutoring a grade 9 drama class. Being able to incorporate my passion for theatre and
leadership is such a rewarding experience. It is fulfilling to create a safe space where
others can be vulnerable and are encouraged to express themselves. It is my hope that
each student will know that their voice matters and that they are valued and heard. I
have been raised to believe that my voice matters. This belief has inspired me to be
involved in multiple Aboriginal experiences throughout my school years. Last year, I led a
talking circle in which we discussed reconciliation at the local and national level. I am
proud of my culture and hold a strong desire to educate others about Aboriginal
culture. In the future, I look forward to using my voice to represent my Métis culture.
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2019 ABORIGINAL ROLE MODEL
Jalen Edwards | Abbotsford Senior Secondary
My name is Jalen Edwards, and I am a grade 12 student at Abbotsford Senior. I am very
proud of my Métis heritage. Throughout my life, I have been involved in all forms of
sport at a very high level, particularly basketball. Through sport, I have been blessed with
the opportunity to learn a variety of important skills which are not only applicable in
sport, but in life. I have found that the most influential lessons are the ability to
persevere when circumstances don’t suit your liking, and staying positive regardless of
the situation. I really enjoy giving back to the youth of the community whether it be from
an international standpoint through mission trips, or locally, such as coaching at
basketball camps. In university, I plan on earning a degree in a political science while
playing basketball and continuing to learn about my Métis culture. To younger students,
my advice would be to learn as much as possible about your cultural heritage, and to get
involved with the Aboriginal programs at your school.
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2019 ABORIGINAL ROLE MODEL
Tyra Jones | Yale Secondary

My name is Tyra Jones. I attend High school at Yale Secondary. My cultural background is
Métis. It has always been a dream of mine to be awarded the Aboriginal Role Model.
Saying that, I haven't had the easiest life and have gone through many traumatic
experiences. However, I have not done this by myself, but with the support of adults
who believed in me and guided me into a positive direction, I have persevered. Some
accomplishments I am proud of is participating in the Jr. Police Academy and being able
to stay positive and pick myself back up when the going got tough. My future goal is to
pursue a world of law. I am interested in policing or being a lawyer. I would also like to
advocate for women's rights and equality. Life has not been easy. I have had many
adversities and challenges. A big life lesson I have learned is to ask for help when you
need it and to always step out of your comfort zone in order to grow.

aboriginal.abbyschools.ca

2019 ABORIGINAL ROLE MODEL
Aiden Silver | Yale Secondary

My name is Aiden Garner-Silver and I am a grade 12 from Yale Secondary. I am from
The Sumas First Nation, The Sto:lo Nation. As I grew up in a close community, I had
some aspects of the culture. I am learning Halq’emeylem, I was in the N’we Jinan music
video “ A Warrior’s Dream”, I took part in a Canoe Journey and did traditional dancing in
front of a grad class. I have plans to head to UFV and take the Aboriginal Culture and
Language Support diploma, to be a cultural support teacher and join the district. The
culture is coming back, try to incorporate the culture and language to teach everyone
around you how beautiful it truly is.
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2019 ABORIGINAL ROLE MODEL
Odyn Mulder | Abbotsford School of Integrated Arts - Sumas Mountain

My name is Odyn Mulder. I am a grade 12 student attending ASIA Sumas Mountain
Secondary. My ancestry is Métis from Quebec. I am heavily involved in every secondary
music ensemble in the school. At ASIA, I have fostered my love for music and respect for
the arts in general as an extraordinary tool of human expression. I have been involved in
the Aboriginal program since middle school, from making drums to receiving
mentorship in the local Stó:lō culture. In September of 2018 I was involved in the
production of the music video “A Warrior’s Dream” with the Montréal based production
company N’we Jinan. I also frequently appear in school productions and plays. In the
future, I plan to continue my musical studies in post–secondary, with the hope of
becoming a professional opera singer and music educator after studies at KPU. I wish to
make use of the interconnectivity that exists in the modern world to spread a more
developed understanding of music and its relation to many other areas including
philosophy and human psychology. I encourage you to be a friend to someone who
needs it. Everyone deserves to be loved, but some people forget. Remind them.
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2019 ABORIGINAL ROLE MODEL
Marcie Pruden | Bakerview Centre for Learning

My name is Marcie Pruden, i’m an 18 year old student at the Reach program, ran through
Bakerview. I am Ojibwe, and my band is Fishing Lake First Nation in Saskatchewan. Most of my
highschool years were dedicated to working at Matsqui-Abbotsford Impact Society, doing work
such as connecting youth to elders, doing presentation on numerous youth and health issues, as
well as facilitating strength-based curriculum throughout the Fraser Valley. Some of my passions
include working with those affected by the opioid crisis by celebrating harm reduction and giving
opportunities for all voices to be heard. I am also very driven by giving young people a chance to
make a change in their communities, in whatever they may be passionate about. In the four years
I have worked at Impact, I have had the opportunity to accomplish many things, including trips to
Toronto for presentations on youth engagement, the opportunity to be on the youth council for
the First Nations Health Authority, and planning/leading an entire youth mental health
conference (alongside other youth) making it the first ever completely youth led/developed
conference in the Fraser Valley. I plan to go to the University of the Fraser Valley in September
2019, for Criminology, and to Master in Substance Use Counselling in the following years. I
believe an important thing is to give opportunities to young leaders, but more profoundlycelebrate the ability to be vulnerable with each other. If I could give any message to other youth,
it is to keep an “Open Heart, Open Mind”.
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